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men did more for it than Macquarie (1810-21) : lie restored Gradual de-
-1	l	'	velopment
order after the military revolt of 1806: he began systemati™ of the
cally to settle ex-convicts on grants of land; he set out to c"^a><
bring to an end the system of public cultivation of the soil
and to abolish Government trading, intending to induce the
colonists to work by encouraging private enterprise and
paying for goods produced at a fixed price.   He carried
out a careful tour of the colony, marking out townships
and encouraging the settlers to improve their farms and
houses: and in 1812 he introduced a local coinage.
Meanwhile good work had been done by the Captain fnbg^g^y
MacArthur who had played a part in the revolt of 1806. Captain
tt	i         f	"     ,      ,	,     ,	r	MacArthur.
He was a zealous farmer who by 1793 had a farm of 250
acres, 100 of which were in cultivation; he had a horse,
two mares, two cows, 130 goats, and over 100 hogs.1 His
was the first plough introduced into New South Wales
in 1796. More important still were the experiments he
began in the breeding of sheep: by 1794 these had resulted
in the production of a kind of sheep whose wool was fine
and valuable. In 1797 he introduced a few Merino sheep
from the Cape and supplemented these in 1805 by sheep
from the Royal Stud at Kew: his efforts were so successful
that he may justly be regarded as the founder of the sheep-
rearing industry of New South Wales.
By the year 1815 the colony was beginning to flourish. B? l8,J5 t!ie
In 1806 the population numbered 5,807, but by 1821 it had flourishing.
risen to 29,783, of whom 19,126 were convicts.2 In 1806
there were 600 or 700 private landowners, of whom about
400 were ex-convicts; 20,000 acres had been brought into
cultivation and over 144,000 acres were then used for
pasture.3 In 1813 the number of sheep in the colony .was
50,000, but this was increasing so rapidly that by 1821 it
had reached 290,000. From 1814 to 1820 the colony was
exporting between 60,000 and 90,000 Ibs. of wool annually,
and in 1821 New South Wales and Tasmania together
exported 175,433 Ibs, In 1810 there were in New South
Wales 12,442 cattle, and by 1820 the number had risen to
1 Shann, p. 18.	2 &&., PP-37 and 77-
s Camb. Mod. Hist., vol. be., p. 739«

